February 27, 2024

The Honorable Chuck Schumer The Honorable Mike Johnson
Majority Leader Speaker

United States Senate U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Mitch McConnell The Honorable Hakeem Jeffries
Minority Leader Minority Leader

United States Senate U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Leader Schumer, Speaker Johnson, Leader McConnell, and Leader Jeffries:

Access to reliable and fast internet is not a luxury for today’s college students; it is essential to
their academic success. Like most Americans, college students rely on internet services every
day to connect with colleagues and faculty, conduct research and complete coursework. And,
many students need reliable internet to go to class. In 2021, 60 percent of undergraduate
students — more than 9 million people — took at least one class online. However, access to
reliable and affordable broadband access for the lowest-income students, those receiving the
Pell Grant, is now in jeopardy. We urge you to extend the Affordable Connectivity Program
(ACP) with continued funding in the next appropriations legislation.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, Congress recognized that broadband access is crucial for all
Americans, regardless of your income. In the creation of the Emergency Broadband Program
and subsequently the Affordable Connectivity Program (ACP), Congress provided financial
assistance for eligible households, including those receiving a Pell grant, in the form of a $30 a
month subsidy. This support has helped more than 1 million college students access learning
tools and coursework online. However, without additional appropriations, this crucial program is
set to end in the coming months.

Thirty dollars a month is meaningful for today’s college students, many of whom are already
living with limited financial means. In 2020, approximately 4 in 10 college students received a
Pell grant; 22% reported low or very low food security; and nearly 8% experienced
homelessness or were at risk of homelessness. Losing access to broadband benefits could
mean choosing between schoolwork or food, or cause a student to stop out all together.

We ask that Congress continue this important support for many Americans, including college
students receiving the Pell Grant, by providing robust appropriations for the Affordable
Connectivity Program in the next appropriations legislation. Doing so will ensure that students
will be able to stay online, and get one step closer to earning their degree or credential.



Supporting today’s students by providing access to resources that are critical for their
learning—including broadband—is paramount to their success. Thank you for your support and

consideration.
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